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Serbian Travel Phrasebook
Essential Phrases for Confident Travel in Serbia

Welcome to Serbian!
This phrasebook contains 50+ essential phrases reviewed by native speakers to help you navigate
Serbia with confidence. Serbian is phonetic—words are pronounced exactly as written. Use this guide
offline whenever you need it.

Essential Greetings
Serbian English When to Use

Zdravo Hello (informal) Most casual situations

Dobar dan Good day (formal) Officials, elders, business

Dobro jutro Good morning Before 10 AM

Dobro veče Good evening After 6 PM

Hvala Thank you Always appropriate

Molim Please/You're welcome Multi-purpose word

Izvinite Excuse me/Sorry Formal apology

Da Yes —

Ne No —

Transportation & Directions
Serbian English

Gde je...? Where is...?



Koliko košta? How much does it cost?

Jedna karta, molim One ticket, please

Ovde, molim vas Here, please (to stop)

Do centra To the center

Koliko je daleko? How far is it?

Uključite taksi-metar Turn on the meter

Da li govorite engleski? Do you speak English?

� Fun Tip: Public transport is now free in Belgrade! But these phrases are still worth knowing for
travel outside the capital.

Restaurant & Food Ordering
Serbian English

Meni, molim Menu, please

Šta preporučujete? What do you recommend?

Ja ću... I'll have...

Bez mesa Without meat

Još jedan, molim One more, please

Prijatno! Bon appétit!

Bilo je ukusno It was delicious

Račun, molim Check, please

Zadržite kusur Keep the change

� Cultural Tip: Serbian servers won't bring the bill until requested—it's considered polite to let diners
take their time.



Shopping & Markets
Serbian English

Koliko ovo košta? How much does this cost?

Previše je skupo It's too expensive

Možete li smanjiti cenu? Can you reduce the price?

Uzeću ovo I'll take this

Imate li manje? Do you have smaller?

Imam samo kreditnu karticu I only have a credit card

� Note: The credit card phrase is only useful for indoor shops. Outdoor market vendors rarely accept
cards—bring cash!

� Emergency Phrases
Serbian English When to Use

Pomoć! Help! Immediate assistance

Zovite policiju! Call the police! Theft, assault

Zovite hitnu pomoć! Call an ambulance! Medical emergency

Trebam doktora I need a doctor Seeking medical care

Izgubio/la sam pasoš I lost my passport Report to police first

Alergičan/na sam na... I'm allergic to... Food allergies

Emergency Numbers: 112 (All services) • 192 (Police) • 194 (Ambulance) • 193 (Fire)

Accommodation
Serbian English

Imam rezervaciju na ime... I have a reservation under...

U koliko sati je check-out? What time is check-out?

Trebam čistiji peškir I need a cleaner towel

Klima ne radi The AC doesn't work

Previše je bučno It's too noisy



Social Interactions
Serbian English Context

Kako ste? How are you? (formal/plural) Strangers, elders, or groups

Kako si? How are you? (informal) Friends, peers

Odakle ste? Where are you from? Common question

Prvi put sam u Srbiji First time in Serbia Opens conversation

Učim srpski I'm learning Serbian Shows effort

Vrlo je lepo ovde It's very beautiful here Compliment

Živeli! Cheers! Make eye contact!

Ne razumem I don't understand Honesty helps



Numbers & Time
Number Serbian

1 jedan

2 dva

3 tri

4 četiri

5 pet

6 šest

7 sedam

8 osam

9 devet

10 deset

Serbian English

Danas Today

Sutra Tomorrow

Juče Yesterday

Koliko je sati? What time is it?

Cultural Dos & Don'ts
✓ DO:
• Make direct eye contact during toasts (breaking eye contact is bad luck)
• Accept coffee or rakija invitations (refusing without reason is rude)
• Use "Kako ste?" (formal/plural) with strangers; "Kako si?" only with friends
• Arrive 15-30 minutes late to social gatherings (punctuality feels rushed)
• Ask about family—it's a sign of genuine interest, not invasiveness
• One cheek kiss with friends; three kisses for family/religious occasions

✗ DON'T:
• Expect the bill automatically—always request "Račun, molim"
• Refuse food/drink from hosts without explanation (add "Pun/a sam" = I'm full)
• Bring up Yugoslav wars or Kosovo unless the person does first
• Compare Serbia to other Balkan countries (regional pride is strong)
• Handshake after sharing coffee—greetings become warmer once you've bonded



Pronunciation Guide
Serbian is phonetic—words sound exactly as written!

Key sounds:
• Š = "sh" in "shop" • Ž = "s" in "pleasure"
• Č = "ch" in "church" • Ć = softer "ch" (like "tune")
• Dž = "j" in "judge" • Đ = softer "dj" sound
• C = "ts" in "cats" • J = "y" in "yes"

Remember: There are no silent letters in Serbian. Every letter is pronounced.

Take Your Learning Further with Ling

This phrasebook gives you the basics, but to truly master Serbian pronunciation
and conversation, practice with Ling's interactive Serbian course:

✓ Native speaker audio for every phrase
✓ Speaking exercises with instant feedback
✓ Gamified lessons that make practice fun

✓ Cultural notes to help you sound like a local

Download Ling today and start speaking Serbian with confidence.
ling-app.com/learn-serbian-language


